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    TwinWest Foundation Awards $78,000 in Scholarsh ips to 

Local High School Students 
College-bound students will receive help with education costs from TwinWest Chamber’s 

philanthropic sister organization 
 

(Plymouth, Minn.) — The TwinWest Chamber of Commerce Foundation  has chosen 72 local graduating 
high school students who will receive a total of $7 8,000 in scholarships for college and vocational 
programs this year. The Foundation saw a greater scholarship demand than ever this year, receiving a 
record-breaking 230 applications in 2008, up 100 from 2007. 
 
“Rising education costs are such a huge concern for students and families in our communities,” said 
Becky Bakken of Citizens Independent Bank, chair of the TwinWest Foundation Board of Directors. “A 
financial boost for students today means an improvement in our workforce tomorrow, so we’re doing 
what we can to invest in that brighter future.” 
 
A reception will be held Thursday, May 15 to honor the scholarship winners. Students, parents, school 
administrators, contributing businesses, and members of the TwinWest Foundation Board of Directors 
will attend. The reception will take place from 10: 30 – 11:30 a.m. at The Metropolitan (5418 Wayzata 
Boulevard, Golden Valley, MN 55427). Following the reception, students and parents are invited to 
attend the TwinWest Chamber’s 2008 Small Business Awards Luncheon. The public is invited to attend 
both events. 
 
Scholarships are awarded to students based on academic performance, school and community 
involvement, and financial need. The majority of th e scholarships are in the amount of $1,000, and the 
2008 TwinWest Foundation Legacy Scholarship, in the amount of $7,500, will go to Minnetonka High 
School senior Sarah Larsson. The Legacy Scholarship is awarded each year to a student who goes above 
and beyond the rest in demonstrating his or her character and potential. 
 
In a surprise presentation at Minnetonka High Schoo l on Friday, April 18, Sarah learned she would 
receive the 2008 Legacy Scholarship. Her parents, principal, and members of the TwinWest Foundation 
Board of Directors were on hand to present Sarah with a big check and congratulate her. Photos from the 
presentation are available upon request. 
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Other scholarship winners are:  
 
Armstrong High School:  Justin Ancier, Courtney Czerniak, Nathaniel Ewert, Laine Ferrara, 

Katherine Holton, Patrick Kissling, Elizabeth McQui ston, Nicole 
Napiwocki, Matthew Rathlisberger, Vincent Thielke  

 
Benilde-St. Margaret's:   Timothy Asp, Susan Kenzie, Alexandra Sifferlin 
 
Brooklyn Center High School:   Ridwan Itabiyl, Chalonne Wilson 
 
Cooper High School:  Rachel Brady, Alisa Christensen, Heidi Gunderson, Katheryn 

Hannaford, Rebecca Larson, Colleen Mans, Suttida Meeboon, Uyen 
Phan, Alyssa Ringdal, Mark Sohsen, Kathryn Talmadge, Hlee Yang 

 
Hopkins High School:   Matthew Bick, Lauren Harn, Megan Holle, Jason Ketover, Adrianna 

Pulver, Robert Rosenthal, Alison See, Gauri Subramani, Megan Thorpe 
 
Minnetonka High School:   Lauren Bartelt, Claire Bergren, Abby Colehour, Wi ll Ladner, Kathryn 

Narem, Adrienne Siu, Anne Snuggerud, Zachary Theis, Erin Wagner 
 
St. Louis Park Senior High:  Kevin Bell, Benjamin Besasie, Elana Bulman, Andy Bush, Julia Caston, 

Zachary Finn, Virginia Hausladen, Hai Hoang Ngo, Da vid Nulsen, Peter 
Nulsen, Meridel Phillips, Michael Rahman, Andrew Sc hulz, Erica 
Seltzer-Schultz, Anna Shanedling, Miles Silbert 

 
Wayzata High School:   Taylor Boegel, Brian Deeney, Andrew Meeks, Britta Murphy, Abbey 

Nekola, Sheetal Rajagopal, Bridget Reilly, Michelle Richards, Megan 
Swenson, Christopher Thompson 

 
Local businesses and individuals contributed to the  Foundation’s 2008 scholarship program in amounts 
ranging from $20 to $7,000. Businesses contributing at the Designated Scholarship level ($2,500 and 
above) were: Caliber Development Corporation, Citiz ens Independent Bank, Data Recognition 
Corporation, Liberty Diversified Industries, Midwav e Corporation, North Memorial Health 
Care/Preferred One/WEST Health, Upsher-Smith Laboratories and Voyager Bank. 
 
The TwinWest Foundation also awards Career Path Scholarships to students of all ages attending 
accredited postsecondary schools that are TwinWest members. Once it awards its Career Path 
Scholarships this fall, the TwinWest Foundation’s 2008 scholarship giving will likely top $100,000. 
 
The TwinWest Foundation is the oldest, and one of the most active, chamber of commerce philanthropic 
institutions in the state of Minnesota. The TwinWes t Chamber of Commerce is the voice of business in 
government and provides its members opportunities t o grow their businesses and improve their 
communities. TwinWest serves the communities of Brooklyn Center, Brooklyn Park, Crystal, Golden 
Valley, Hopkins, Medicine Lake, Minnetonka, New Hop e, Plymouth, St. Louis Park, and the surrounding 
region. For more information, please visit www.twin west.com. 
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